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First Center of it’s Kind

What is

CRAFT is a multi-university consortium dedicated
to shaping the public-good infrastructure of
tomorrow’s financial system. Through
foundational research in AI governance, systemic
resilience, digital market infrastructure, and
secure data standards, we deliver the tools,
insights, and talent that inform financial policy
and make markets safer, smarter, and stronger.

CRAFT?



CRAFT operates as a collaborative cycle where
industry partners and academic researchers jointly
identify, fund, and advance fintech research aligned
with real-world needs. Projects are proposed,
refined, and selected by members, then developed
through ongoing collaboration into tangible outputs
like white papers, intellectual property, and practical
applications.

How It Works

Faculty Submit
Fintech Research
Proposals

Proposals Are
Voted On By
Industry

Faculty submit concise pre-proposals
aligned with industry needs, which
are developed into structured
research proposals leveraging
academic expertise and
collaboration.

Proposals are pitched to industry
members, who evaluate, refine, and
vote on projects to help shape
research priorities.

Winning Proposals
are funded 
Top-ranked proposals are approved
and funded, with research teams
collaborating with industry partners
and providing ongoing updates and
results.

Industry can
access IP,
Student Talent
Members gain access to research
outputs and engage with faculty and
students, with opportunities to
sponsor projects, recruit talent, and
help bring innovations into real-world
use.



3 Main

CRAFT is built on three core pillars that
together create a unique value
proposition for industry partners.

Our research advances the
technologies shaping financial
markets, our workforce initiatives
develop the next generation of talent,
and our thought leadership efforts
influence the policies and frameworks
that guide the industry forward.

By integrating these pillars, CRAFT
provides members with a strategic
platform to innovate, collaborate, and
lead in an increasingly complex
financial landscape.

Pillars

Research
CRAFT drives collaborative, pre-competitive research across AI,
financial infrastructure, digital assets, and systemic risk. Industry
members work directly with leading faculty and researchers to
develop technologies and frameworks that address real-world
financial challenges and opportunities.

CRAFT builds a direct pipeline to top-tier talent through student-
led research, internships, and hands-on industry collaboration.
Members gain early access to highly trained graduate students
and future hires with expertise aligned to evolving financial
technology needs.

Thought Leadership
CRAFT serves as a neutral platform for dialogue between
industry, academia, and regulators. Through workshops,
publications, and advisory engagement, members contribute to
shaping policy, standards, and the future direction of financial
systems.

Workforce Development



Performance

Phase 1 of NSF Program Successfully
Completed 

125+ Research Proposals Submitted

Over $2 Million Dollars for Research

24 Funded Research Projects

Focus Areas: AI, Language AI, Crypto Assets,
DeFi, Quantum, Cybersecurity, Green Finance 

Policy & Regulatory Engagement

Research & Innovation 

160+ Students 

75 Academic Faculty  

3 Participating Universities 

21 Industry Partners

5 Industry Inspired Workshop

200+ Professionals Engaged Annually

Industry & Academia



 Performance

23 Conference Papers

12 White Papers

40 Project Presentations

90 Individual Project Reports

7 Journal Articles

Publications &
Knowledge Output

Direct Access to Student
Talent

35+ Talent Network
Students

20+ Students Active
Annually

Over 160 Students
Supported

Students Placed at Top Firms

Talent & Workforce
Development 

$300K Annual NSF Funding 

$490K Annual Industry
Funding

1 Patent Pednding 

3 Invention Disclosures

Partnerships with United
Nations & NJFAST

Commercialization,
Impact, & Growth


